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New IATA Regulations for the Shipping of Lithium Batteries
More stringent labelling requirements since the beginning of 2017

Bad Birnbach, 10 April 2017 — The International Air Transport

Association (IATA) has changed its IATA DGR (Dangerous Goods

Regulations) concerning the shipping of lithium batteries. Since January

1, 2017 lithium batteries that were previously not covered by labelling

requirements have become partially subject to them.

Hereafter the FBDi summarizes the most important changes:

e Labelling requirement — The number of shipment items not

subject to labelling requirements according to Pi 967 and PI 970
(max. 2 batteries / 4 cells) is limited to 2 per shipment. This
affects lithium-ion and lithium-metal batteries integrated into a
device. They require a label even where not more than 2
batteries or 4 cells per shipment are contained per shipment item
(not subject to labelling), but more than 2 shipment items per
shipment are shipped.
In principle, every packaging item containing lithium batteries
(UN 3090, UN 3480) must bear a ‘Cargo Aircraft Only’ label, in

addition to all other required marks and/or labels.

e Instructions for shipment of Section Il lithium batteries —
Since 1 January 2017, the Dangerous Goods Regulations
(Section 1.6.2) contains an exact definition of ‘sufficient
instructions’ as required in the packaging requirements for
persons who prepare or provide lithium batteries for shipment.

e Changes in labelling and documentation — Since 1 January
2017, the previous Class 9 lithium battery label and lithium
battery handling label (Section Il) have been replaced by new
Class 9 labels. There is a transitional period until 31 December
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2018. Simultaneously, since the beginning of the year transport
documentation for lithium batteries is no longer required.

New hazard label for lithium batteries

The new 9A hazard label now expressly refers to the package
contents with lithium batteries (instead of ‘miscellaneous
substances and articles’ as previously with the Class 9 label).
However, this is only valid for packaging lithium batteries, and its
use is mandatory from 1 January 2019. For labelling the outer
envelopes (e.g. containers), the requirement only to use the
Class 9 label for lithium batteries remains applicable. It is
important to ensure that the label contains all UN numbers
relevant to the contents. This also applies to the telephone
number of the sender if it does not appear elsewhere. This is
required so that information may be obtained from the sender if

necessary.

"In this connection, we would like to draw attention to two more aspects”,
says Wolfram Ziehfuss, Managing Director of FBDi association. "An
ancillary agreement must be concluded for the shipment of lithium-ion
batteries subject to labelling requirements. Batteries integrated into

boards (‘CoinCells’) are not subject to labelling requirements."

A comprehensive set of guidelines is available on the IATA website:

http://www.iata.org/whatwedo/cargo/dgr/Documents/lithium-battery-

quidance-document-2017-en.pdf
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About FBDI e. V. (www.fbdi.de):

The FBDi e.V. — Fachverband der Bauelemente Distribution e.V.
(Professional Assaociation of Component Distribution), founded in 2003,
is well-established in the German association community and represents
a large portion of distributors of electronic components with operations in
Germany. In addition to the preparation and advancement of numerical
data and statistics concerning the German distribution market for
electronic components, work group engagement and reporting on
important industry themes (amongst others, education, liability and
rights, traceability, and environmental themes) form essential pillars of
the association’s work. The FBDi is a member of the International
Distribution of Electronics Association (IDEA).

Member companies (as of January 2017):
Acal BFi Germany, Arrow Central Europe, Avnet EMG EMEA (Avnet
Abacus, Avnet Silica, EBV, MSC Technologies), Beck Elektronische
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Bauelemente, Blume Elektronik Distribution, Blrklin Elektronik,
CODICO, Conrad Electronic SE, ECOMAL Europe, Endrich
Bauelemente, EVE, Farnell, Future Electronics Deutschland, Haug
Components Holding, Glyn, Hy-Line Holding, JIT electronic, Kruse
Electronic Components, MB Electronic, Memphis Electronic, MEV
Elektronik Service, Mouser Electronics, pk components, RS
Components, Rutronik Elektronische Bauelemente, Schukat electronic,
Distrelec Schuricht, SHC, TTI Europe.

Supporting members: elotronics, Amphenol FCI, mewa electronic, TDK
Europe.

Information about FBDi:
Wolfram Ziehfuss, CEO, Mayrweg 5, 84364 Bad Birnbach, ph. +49 8563
9788 908, w.ziehfuss@fbdi.de

Media contact:

Agentur Lorenzoni GmbH, Public Relations, Landshuter Str. 29, 85435
Erding; ph: +49 8122 55917-0, www.lorenzoni.de; Beate Lorenzoni-
Felber, beate@lorenzoni.de
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