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Two changes to the RoHS Directive since 22 July 2019   

Expired open-scope transitional regulation and an extended list of restricted 

substances 

 

Berlin, 7 October 2019 - The 'extended' RoHS Directive (2011/65/EU) with new substance 

restrictions and an open scope of application entered into force on 22 July of this year. As 

part of the opening-up of the scope of application, which has so far been limited to 10 

specific categories, all the electrical and electronic equipment falls within the scope of the 

RoHS Directive for the first time, unless it is explicitly excluded. This means that Category 11 

electrical and electronic equipment may no longer be made available on the market if it does 

not meet the requirements of the RoHS Directive. In addition, four substances have been 

added to the list of restricted substances.  

 

The scope of the RoHS Directive encompasses: 

 electrical and electronic equipment that requires electric currents or electromagnetic 

fields to operate properly or to perform at least one of its intended functions, and 

 equipment for the generation, transmission and measurement of such currents and 

fields designed to operate on an alternating current of not more than 1,000 volts or a 

direct current of not more than 1,500 volts. 

 This includes all cables with a rated voltage of less than 250 volts which are used as 

connecting or extension cables to connect electrical or electronic devices to a socket 

or to connect two or more electrical or electronic devices together. 

 

According to Annex II of the RoHS Directive, since 22 July 2019 the following substance 

restrictions are also applied (see also Delegated Directive (EU) 2015/863): The previously 

listed substances lead, mercury, cadmium, hexavalent chromium, polybrominated biphenyls 

(PBB) and polybrominated diphenyl ethers (PBDE) were supplemented by the four 

phthalates di(2-ethylhexyl) phthalate (DEHP), butylbenzyl phthalate (BBP), dibutyl phthalate 

(DBP) and diisobutyl phthalate (DIBP). These are now also subject to a restriction, with a 

respective permissible maximum concentration of 0.1 percent by weight in the homogeneous 

material. With regard to these four substances, the following also applies:  

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/DE/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32011L0065&from=DE
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/DE/ALL/?uri=OJ:JOL_2015_137_R_0003


 The restriction of DEHP, BBP, DBP and DIBP will apply from 22 July 2021 to medical 

devices, including in vitro diagnostic medical devices, and monitoring and control 

instruments, including industrial monitoring and control instruments. 

 The restriction of DEHP, BBP, DBP and DIBP does not apply to cables or spare parts 

for repair, reuse, updating or enhancing the performance of electrical and electronic 

equipment placed on the market before 22 July 2019 and medical equipment placed 

on the market before 22 July 2021 (see above).  

 The restriction of DEHP, BBP and DBP does not apply to toys which are already 

subject to the restriction of DEHP, BBP and DBP through entry 51 in Annex XVII to 

Regulation (EC) No. 1907/2006. 

 

 

Legal background: RoHS 

The RoHS Directive (RoHS = Restriction of Hazardous Substances) establishes provisions 

for the restriction in the use of hazardous substances in electrical and electronic equipment 

to protect human health and the environment, including the environmentally-compatible 

recovery and disposal of the devices. The aim of the regulation is to ban substances harmful 

to health and the environment such as lead, mercury and chromium from electronic products. 

Companies must be able to demonstrate that products falling within the scope of the RoHS 

Directive do comply with the requirements of the RoHS Directive. Germany has decoupled 

the RoHS Directive from the Electrical and Electronic Equipment Act (ElektroG) and 

incorporated it into the Electrical Substances Ordinance (ElektroStoffV).  
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About FBDI e. V. (www.fbdi.de):  
The FBDi e.V. – Fachverband der Bauelemente Distribution e.V. (Professional 
Association of Component Distribution), founded in 2003, is well-established in the 
German association community and represents a large portion of distributors of electronic 
components with operations in Germany. In addition to the preparation and advancement 
of numerical data and statistics concerning the German distribution market for electronic 
components, work group engagement and reporting on important industry themes 
(amongst others, education, liability and rights, traceability, and environmental themes) 
form essential pillars of the association’s work. The FBDi is a member of the International 
Distribution of Electronics Association (IDEA).  
 
Member companies (as per June 2019): 
Regular members: Acal BFi Germany; Arrow Europe; Avnet EMG EMEA; Beck 
Elektronische Bauelemente; Blume Elektronik Distribution; Bürklin Elektronik; CODICO; 
Conrad Electronic; Distrelec; Ecomal Europe; Endrich Bauelemente; EVE; Future 
Electronics Deutschland;  Glyn; Gudeco Elektronik; Haug Components Holding; Hy-Line 
Holding; JIT electronic; Kruse Electronic Components; MB Electronic; Memphis 
Electronic; Menges Electronic; MEV Elektronik Service; mewa electronic; Mouser 
Electronics; Neumüller Elektronik GmbH; pk components; Püplichhuisen; RS 



Components; Rutronik Elektronische Bauelemente; Ryosan Europe; Schukat electronic; 
TTI Europe. 
Supporting members: TDK Europe. 
 
 
Information about FBDi: 
Andreas Falke, CEO, Nassauische Str. 65 A, 10717 Berlin; a.falke@fbdi.de  
 
Media contact:      
Agentur Lorenzoni GmbH, Public Relations, Landshuter Str. 29, 85435 Erding;  
ph: +49 8122  55917-0, www.lorenzoni.de; Beate Lorenzoni-Felber, beate@lorenzoni.de 
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