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Pre-amble As part of their cooperation, the parties will mutually exchange confidential technical and commercial information.  To ensure that this information is handled in confidence, they conclude this Confidentiality Agreement. 


Confidentiality

The contractual parties mutually undertake not to forward to third parties partially or in full any confidential information without the written consent of the respective disclosing party, and also undertake not to make any further use of this confidential information besides the use as part of cooperation.
 
‘Confidential information’ according to this Agreement is any technical and non-technical information, written documents, drawings, plans, specifications, business secrets, methods, formulas, as well as exchanged expertise denoted as confidential and exchanged verbally or in writing for the duration of this Agreement based on the partners’ cooperation.

Not confidential within the meaning of this Agreement are the following:

generally known information; or
information already known to the recipient, provided that the recipient informs the disclosing party of such immediately; or
confidential information that the disclosing party makes generally known by publications; or 
information that the recipient receives lawfully from third parties and was directly sourced from the disclosing party.


The supplied confidential information remains the property of the disclosing party. The recipient must not carry out tests or allow such to be carried out on materials or components ceded to it by the disclosing party if such tests do not directly serve the purpose pursued by this Agreement, unless the recipient has express written consent deviating from this.
 
The recipient is authorised neither to publish the confidential information, nor to forward this to third parties or to use such in a different manner apart from the purposes pursued by this Agreement, unless there is written consent to such from the disclosing party. 
The respective manufacturers (and/or vendors) of the products offered by the contractor are not deemed third parties within the meaning of this Agreement.

The recipient for its part will disclose the confidential information within its own organisation only to those persons requiring knowledge of such in terms of the purpose of this Agreement. It will inform persons about the obligation contained in this Agreement and oblige such to observe this Agreement’s provisions if they are not already obliged to do so by a contract of employment or are otherwise obliged to maintain confidentiality.

No entries in this Agreement are deemed granting or approval of licence rights or similar, neither expressly nor tacitly, namely not for any invention, discovery or improvement that was rendered, thought of or obtained before or after the date of this contract regarding the Agreement’s object.



Closing provision

1. This Agreement is subject to German law, place of jurisdiction is TOWN/CITY.
2. This Agreement takes effect at the time it is signed by both partners and remains intact until the partners complete the cooperation.
3. At the end of this agreement, the partners are duty bound to treat in confidence as defined in this Agreement information to which they have been provided access and, if applicable, remaining with them, for a total of a further 3 years starting from the completion of this Agreement.

4. Should a provision in this Agreement be wholly or partially ineffective, this does not influence the effectiveness of the rest of the Agreement. In this event, the contractual partners will enter into an agreement that comes as close as possible to the provision’s economic purpose in a legally permissible manner.


Town/city, date						Town/city, date




----------------------------------------				------------------------------------------
Signature								Signature
Principal							Contractor
